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MARTL AND L AWS.

the fame, and the other Boundaries, either of Bays, Rivers, Creeks, or
Branches, as alfo of ‘Courfes and Diftances, fo darkly and unskiltully expreiled,
that many great Controverfies and Suits have been, and are daily moved there-
upon, and no certain Method as yet being prefcribed for the fpeedy Determi-
nation thereof, but a Courle at Commen Law, and Tryals by Juries in the
Provincial-Court,’ which Juries, having never had any View of the Lands in de-
bate, fo as to be made fenfible of the true Situation’ of them, whereby the
true Intent and Meaning of the dark and unskilful Expreffions of  the aforefaid

Surveys are the better to be underftood, cannot poffibly give a juft Verdict

thereupon, which occafions moft common and frequent Appeals to the Superiour
Courts, and vaft additional Charges thereby accruing, Infupportable to the In-
habitants of this Province, efpecially the poorer Sort, who are thereby fre-
quently ruined, or very much impoverithed, and many times forced: to relin-

quifh and give up their juft Rights to their moft potent litigious:Adverfaries, .

rather than fuffer the lofs of Time, Fatigue, and Expence of a long Journey, and
longer and motetedious Attendance : Exl:d forafmuch as the Multitude of Cafes,
varying in their feveral Circumftances, will not admit of any Gereral Rules 1o
be preicribed, whereby the Court and Jury may adjudge of and determine the
Matter in Controverfy ; Therefore this prelent General Affembly do pray, that
it may be Enaéted, And be it Enacted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by
and with the Advice and Confent of His Majefty’s Governor, Council, and- Ai-
fembly of this Province, and the Authority of the fanmie, That Five Perfons in
each refpective County of this Province, who are beft skilled in the Art of Sur-
veying, and beft acquainted with the Nature and Defign of former Surveys, fuch
as the Governor and Council, for-the time being, thall fee proper, fhall be
Commiffionated and Impowered; under the Great Seal ufed. in this Province,
by the Governor for the time being, who by Virtue thereof, and the Authority
of this A¢t, fhall or may, with or without Adjournment, from time to time,
meet, and fummarily, and without the'Formalities of Proceedings ufed in Coutts
of Law or Equity, by Teftimony.of Witheffes upon Oath, Examination of Par-
ties intérefted, or by all or any of the faid 'Ways, or otherwife, at their Difcretion,
from time to time, to hear and determine all Differences and Controverfies,
which hereafter thall or may happen in their feveral and refpeive Counties, be-

tween any Perfons therein, of, for, touchin%,‘f or concerning the Bounds and Meets
thall take the following Oath :

of Land only; which faid Commiffioners

A. B. do Swear, That I will _‘}’ujﬂly and ‘Truly Execute the
Powers and Authovities in this ACF contaned, and according

to the beft of my Knowledge, without Favour or Affeltion to any
of the Parties concerned, ' -

So Help me GOD.

Axp for that it may be highly neceffary, that certain Times be appointed
for the faid Commiffioners to meet at a certain Place, -whereto all Perfons
agrieved may repair to make Application for Redrefs; Be it Enacted by the
Authority aforefaid, That the faid Commiffioners fhall appoint certain Days, and
make Publication thereof, whereon to meet at the Court-Houfe in each re-
fpective County; at which Day and Place the faid Commiffioners, or any Three
or more of them, upon Complaint mad& by any Perfon, touching any Difference
or Difpute, concerning the Bounds or Limits of any Tra& or Traés of Land,
lying and being within their refpective Counties, fhall appoint a certain Day or
Days, on which the faid Commiffioners, or any Three of them, at the
leaft, not being any ways related to either Complainant or Defendant, either by
Confanguinity or Affinity, or any ways interefted in fuch Difpute, unlefs by mu-
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